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Overview

Hydrocodone is an opioid analgesic primarily used to manage moderate to severe pain when
other treatments are insufficient. It is also used as a cough suppressant in adults. It typically
comes combined with other agents such as acetaminophen or ibuprofen to enhance pain relief.
Hydrocodone works by binding to opioid receptors in the brain and nervous system, altering
pain perception and response.

History

Discovered as a semi-synthetic derivative of codeine, hydrocodone's euphoric and addictive
potential was first noted in the early 20th century. It was introduced as a prescription pain
medication in the United States and has been marketed extensively since the 1920s. Its use
expanded with various combination products like Vicodin and Lortab becoming common in pain
management.

FDA Status of Hydrocodone

Hydrocodone is classified as a Schedule Il controlled substance by the U.S. FDA due to its high
potential for abuse and addiction. It is FDA-approved for treating severe chronic pain that
cannot be managed by non-opioid medications. Recently, the FDA has placed restrictions on its
use in cough and cold medications, limiting these formulations to adults 18 years and older to
reduce risk.
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Hydrocodone Uses

Hydrocodone is primarily prescribed for:

e Management of severe acute and chronic pain, often when other opioids or non-opioid
therapies fail.

e Symptomatic relief of persistent, nonproductive cough in adults, functioning as an
antitussive.

How Hydrocodone Works

Hydrocodone binds to and activates mu-opioid receptors in the central nervous system. This
action reduces the perception of pain and alters emotional response to pain. It also affects other
opioid receptors like delta and kappa at higher doses, contributing to its analgesic and
cough-suppressing effects.

How to Buy Hydrocodone Online?

Buying hydrocodone online must be done cautiously and legally. Hydrocodone is a prescription
medication requiring a valid prescription from a licensed healthcare provider. Reputable online
pharmacies require prescriptions and operate under strict regulations. Avoid unauthorized or
illegal sources, which pose safety risks and legal consequences.

Steps to buy legally online:

1. Get a prescription from a certified doctor.
2. Use verified online pharmacies accredited by appropriate regulatory bodies.
3. Avoid any site selling hydrocodone without prescription or at suspiciously low prices.

4. Consult with healthcare professionals for dosage and medication guidance before
purchase.

Hydrocodone Pill Identification

Hydrocodone is available in various doses and combinations. Pills can be identified by their
imprint codes, color, and shape which varies by manufacturer and formulation. For example, the
common hydrocodone and acetaminophen tablets come in varying strengths such as 5 mg
hydrocodone with 325 mg acetaminophen, identifiable by imprints from brands like Vicodin or
Lortab.



Dosage Guidelines
Dosage depends on the severity of pain, patient history, and specific formulation.
Extended-release hydrocodone is taken around the clock for chronic pain, while

immediate-release formulations address acute pain episodes. Always follow medical guidance
carefully to avoid overdose or dependence.

Typical dosage notes:

e Immediate-release: Usually 5-10 mg every 4-6 hours as needed for pain.
e Extended-release: Dosage individualized, taken once or twice daily.

e Avoid exceeding prescribed doses.

Overdose Symptoms
Signs of overdose include severe drowsiness, slowed or difficult breathing, muscle weakness,

cold/clammy skin, fainting, or coma. Overdose is life-threatening and requires immediate
medical attention.

Safety Guidelines
e Use hydrocodone only as prescribed.
e Avoid alcohol or other CNS depressants while on hydrocodone.
e Do not share medication.

e Monitor for signs of misuse, dependency, or adverse reactions.

Inform your doctor about existing medical conditions or other medications.

Warnings

Hydrocodone poses risks of addiction, respiratory depression, and overdose. It is
contraindicated in patients with severe asthma or respiratory issues, paralytic ileus, or
hypersensitivity. Pregnant or nursing women should use it with caution due to potential risks to
the fetus or infant.

Active Ingredients



The main active ingredient is hydrocodone bitartrate or hydrocodone hydrochloride. Many
products combine hydrocodone with acetaminophen, ibuprofen, or other agents to enhance
efficacy.

Hydrocodone Side Effects

Common side effects include:

e Dizziness

Nausea and vomiting

Constipation

Drowsiness

Dry mouth
Serious effects can include respiratory depression, allergic reactions, and dependence.
Drug Formulation

Hydrocodone is available as:

e |Immediate-release tablets or capsules (often combined with acetaminophen)
e Extended-release tablets (for chronic pain management)

e Oral solutions and syrups (mainly for cough suppression).

Alternatives Brands

Several brand names market hydrocodone-based products, including:

e Vicodin
e Lortab

e Norco

e Hycodan

Hysingla ER (extended release).



Hydrocodone Manufacturers

Major pharmaceutical companies that manufacture hydrocodone products include Purdue
Pharma, Bristol Myers Squibb, and others specialized in opioid analgesics.

Conclusion

Hydrocodone remains an effective medication for severe pain and cough when used responsibly
under medical supervision. It requires careful handling due to its addictive potential and
overdose risks. Buying hydrocodone online should be done only from legitimate, licensed
sources with a valid prescription. Proper dosage adherence, awareness of side effects, and
safety precautions will optimize therapeutic outcomes and minimize harm.

FAQs

Can | buy hydrocodone online without a prescription?

No, hydrocodone is a controlled substance and requires a valid prescription.

What should | do if | miss a dose?

Take the missed dose as soon as remembered but skip if it is near the time for the next dose.
Is hydrocodone addictive?

Yes, it has a high potential for addiction and should be used only as prescribed.

Can | drink alcohol while taking hydrocodone?

Alcohol can increase risk of severe side effects and should be avoided.

What are the signs of hydrocodone overdose?

Severe drowsiness, breathing difficulties, loss of consciousness require immediate medical help.
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